


“There, on the Mount of 
Olives, my Messianic Jewish 
mission became clear. 
I must say that I was taken 
by it against my will. It 
was made clear to me 
that I must work to 
build the Messianic 
Jewish community 
and that, as an 
ambassador for 
the kingdom.”  
–Poljak (1935)



Who Was Abram (Bram) Poljak?

Abram (Bram) Poljak (1900–1963) was a Ukrainian Jew born into a religious family. A musical prodigy, Poljak 
played violin for the Czar at the age of eight. As a young man, he moved to Germany, became active in politics, 
and worked as a journalist. The writings of Leo Tolstoy deeply affected him, drawing him to the conviction that 

Yeshua of Nazareth was the promised Messiah of Israel. After a miraculous release from a Nazi prison, he worked 
tirelessly establishing a place of refuge in Israel for Jewish refugees from Europe who were followers of Yeshua. He 
immigrated to Israel after World War II, and during the War for Independence, pioneered the first, small Messianic 
Jewish communities in Israel along with Immanuel Ben Meir, Rabbi Daniel Zion, and other Jewish believers. Poljak 
dreamed of establishing Messianic Jewish colonies and centers of learning in Israel. His death in 1963 brought an end 
to those efforts but not an end to the vision: 

Three things compel me: Faith in Yeshua, Messianic Judaism, and the 
Land of Israel. This triad was the basic accord of my soul, and only in 
this triad was I able to think. –Poljak

In 1947 Poljak presented his “Task in Palestine” in which he outlined his 
objectives. The establishment of a Messianic Synagogue, a Messianic 
community, a 24-hour prayer room on the Mount of Olives, a venue for 
Jewish-Arab peace dialogue, and a Hebrew-language publishing house 
for Messianic Jewish materials, and, he said, “…of special importance, it 
seems to me, must be the creation of Jewish-Christian learning center 
for the education of the future generation.”

The Bram Center recognizes his objective to create a venue focused on 
Messianic Jewish learning.



What Is the Bram Center?

Followers of Yeshua often have difficulty accessing traditional yeshivot, but the Bram Center provides the next 
best thing—a place for Israelis to learn about and connect with Messianic Judaism. With the comprehensive 
David Stern Library and First Fruits of Zion offices, the Bram Center functions as a Messianic Jewish learning 

center offering weekly classes, discussions, presentations, exhibits, and activities in the heart of Jerusalem. The 
Bram Center presents Messianic Judaism to the Israeli community of Yeshua-followers, and it offers a venue where 
positive and progressive dialogue can occur across ideological differences.

The Bram Center is not a synagogue or a congregation; it serves as an extension of the local Messianic Jewish 
communities and the ministry of First Fruits of Zion. Programming at the Bram Center celebrates the rich history and 

broad diversity of Jewish Yeshua-followers while focusing on the development of 
a Torah-based and traditional expression of Messianic Judaism. The Bram Center 
emphasizes three areas of focus: Yeshua faith, Torah-centered Messianic Judaism, 
and the land of Israel.

The movement in Palestine is in the process of becoming and of 
clarification. But the very fact that in the Holy Land there are already 
Jewish-Christian gatherings where problems of faith and of our time 
are seriously discussed has an extraordinary significance. It is a sign 
that summer is near. Learn the parable of the fig tree. –Poljak (1935)

The Bram Center houses the original works of many of our Messianic Jewish 
luminaries. It is a hub of activity in Jerusalem where Messianic Judaism’s past and 
future are discussed and developed.



“Let us build our Messianic Jewish 
fellowship in love for our people and 
in respect for what is sacred to the 
others. Messianic Jewish faith is all-
encompassing and tolerant. Above all, 
tolerance must be the star over our 
spiritual path.” –Poljak (1958)



“If the Bible is true and if Yeshua is the Messiah 
and the King of the Jews, then the Messianic Jewish 
movement is the most important phenomenon 
of our time—the distinguishing feature indicating 
that the world has come to a turning point.” –Poljak 



A Turning Point in History

Abram Poljak believed that the emergence of the modern Messianic Jewish movement is “the most important 
phenomenon of our time … indicating that the world has come to a turning point.” If so, why have so many 
young Israeli disciples turned their backs on Yeshua?

Young Jewish followers of Yeshua often feel disenfranchised by evangelicalism and drawn to secularism. Through 
the venue of the Bram Center, First Fruits of Zion seeks to offer Jewish believers in Yeshua an alternative in the 
form of an authentic expression of Jewish faith in Messiah. We offer a place where both followers and seekers can 
ask the hard questions about Yeshua-faith and expect real answers—not just 
dogma.

Missionary establishments and outreach programs are ubiquitous in Israel. 
However, there is a great need for centers of Messianic Jewish learning where 
disciples of Yeshua can grow in Torah and find encouragement in Messianic 
Jewish practice. The Bram Center offers a unique and safe place for Israeli 
Yeshua-followers to learn about Torah, traditional Judaism, and Messianic 
Jewish expression.

The religious communities of Jerusalem offer ample learning opportunities for 
every form of Judaism except for Messianic Judaism. The Bram Center rectifies 
that omission and provides a place for Messianic Judaism to clearly express 
itself within the greater Jewish community. It is a place of learning, building, 
and strengthening our love of God, devotion to Yeshua, and our connection to 
one another. The building that houses 

The Bram Center.



Go Forth from Zion

The book of Revelation depicts 144,000 Jewish believers going forth from Zion “as a first fruits for God and the 
Lamb” (Revelation 14:4). The Prophets say that, in the Messianic Era, the Torah will go forth from Zion and 
the Word of the LORD will go out from Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:3). Messianic Jews will be the vehicle of the final 

redemption—the bearer of the Torah and the Word of the LORD to Israel, the Jewish people, and all nations.

Messianic Judaism in Israel needs to expand its Torah foundation so it can bear the prophetic fruit we anticipate from 
Zion. How can the Torah go forth from Zion in the Messianic Kingdom if the Messianic community in Zion is not itself 
firmly rooted in the Torah? Most Israeli believers in Yeshua simply do not understand the enormous spiritual potential 
they possess—if only someone would help them build that spiritual house; if only someone would help them plant 

that spiritual seed.

Imagine the potential impact that passionate Jewish disciples of Yeshua could 
make as they take the message of Messiah and Torah first to Judea, then 
Samaria, and then to the entire world. But how are they to learn without 
teaching? How are they to preach unless they are sent? This prophetic vision 
lies behind the Bram Center.

I believe that we should expand the work in Palestine—with clear objectives in 
mind. I believe that God is partnering with us in our faith-venture, and he will 
send us all the means necessary in order to realize our plans, so bold as they 
might be. I expect a miracle—and may a miracle happen in order to prove to 
the world that God has sent us, and that we are fulfilling his will. –Poljak (1947)

The Bram Center meeting  
room overlooking Jerusalem.



“That which separates us from other 
Jews and from Gentile Christians is 
time. We are bearers of the future.  
Messianic Judaism is the faith of the 
future.  It is the higher order into 
which Judaism and Christianity will 
both be absorbed.” –Poljak (1958)



“Thus, the Messianic Community took a foothold in the Holy Land, a development 
that gave me particular pleasure. I thanked God for this grace. I did not know how 
long I would be allowed to remain as the point man of the work or whether I or one 
of my successors would achieve the second goal. However, I felt the great gift of his 
grace, the grace that had been given to me, without which I could never have hoped 
to establish this Messianic Jewish work or carry it on at all.” –Poljak (1946)



Building and Planting

Now is the time to plant the seeds for Torah-based, Messiah-centered Messianic Judaism in Israel. Through 
the work of First Fruits of Zion and the Bram Center for Messianic Jewish Learning, we have an enormous 
opportunity to build and plant here in the Land.  At the Bram Center, we endeavor to offer Messianic 

Jewish learning for Israelis in Jerusalem in the form of:

 § Bible, Torah, and gospel classes
 § Seminars on Jewish literacy
 § Shabbatons and holiday events
 § Special speakers and seminars
 § David Stern Library
 § Weekly Lunch and Learn
 § Translation of FFOZ resources into Hebrew
 § “Gap Year” learning for high school graduates

Partner with Us
Join with us in the task of bringing Yeshua to the people of Israel and the Torah to the disciples of Yeshua in 
Israel. Partner with First Fruits of Zion so that we can begin to build and grow Messianic Judaism together.  
We need your prayers and support. 

Prayerfully consider becoming a partner in this work. Support us monthly by becoming an FFOZ Friend, increase 
your current support level, or support us with a generous one-time donation. If you help us build and plant, you 
will have a share in the finished work. Visit us online for more details: thebramcenter.org.



thebramcenter.org
info@thebramcenter.org

“What we see today in the Holy Land are for us signs of the 
times. These signs, even though dark and threatening, are bright 

and full of promise. The signs that Messiah’s return may be 
near, very near. We believe that God has sent us for this very 

reason to Palestine. We have to serve him here as his tools, as 
channels for his will, his wisdom, his power. We also are signs of 
the times, pointing to Messiah in an era far away from Messiah. 
Therein lies our calling, the assignment of the Messianic Jewish 

community—the huge task of a small community.”  
–Poljak (1948)




